
Treasures of the Torah. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 and upon finding a single pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

Matthew 13:45

     ‘Hello Abraham’

5th November 2022 - 11th Cheshvan 5783 

Parsha 3: Lekh L’kha (Get yourself out) Genesis 12:1–17:27 

Key Events. 
Abram is called out and chosen by YHVH to be the Father of a great nation 

Famine in the land of Canaan 
The travel to Egypt 

Division between Lot and Abram  
Lot goes to Sodom 

Lot is Rescued by Abram 
Birth of Ishmael and Isaac 

Abram’s name is changed and the covenant is made 

Shabbat Shalom talmidim. 

The Parsha begins with the the command of YHVH to Abram to leave his land. The word ‘halak’, 
(Strong’s #1980) is used. It means ‘to go’, come’ ‘walk’ or ‘follow’. 

We see that this is not so much and command to leave ones present place but to go forth from sit 
and follow. It is evident that YHVH is calling Abram to follow Him. 

12 Now Adonai said to Avram, “Get yourself out of your country, away from your kinsmen 
and away from your father’s house, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of 
you a great nation, I will bless you, and I will make your name great; and you are to be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, but I will curse anyone who curses you; and by 
you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 
4 So Avram went, as Adonai had said to him, and Lot went with him. Avram was 75 years old 
when he left Haran. 5 Avram took his wife Sarai, his brother’s son Lot, and all their 
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possessions which they had accumulated, as well as the people they had acquired in 
Haran; then they set out for the land of Kena‘an and entered the land of Kena‘an. 
6 Avram passed through the land to the place called Sh’khem, to the oak of Moreh. The 
Kena‘ani were then in the land. 7 Adonai appeared to Avram and said, “To your descendants 
I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to Adonai, who had appeared to him. 
8 He left that place, went to the hill east of Beit-El and pitched his tent. With Beit-El to the 
west and ‘Ai to the east, he built an altar there and called on the name of Adonai. 9 Then 
Avram traveled on, continuing toward the Negev. 10 But there was a famine in the land, so 
Avram went down into Egypt to stay there, because the famine in the land was severe. 

In Chapter 11, we are introduced to the family of Abram, but not before we are told of YHVH’s 
decision to destroy Babel and disperse the nations. Can you imagine that moment? What do you 
think happened? A whole nation is split up; languages are changed - total confusion. But who is 
YHVH talking to when He decides to confuse and split up the nation? 11:7 

The divine council of gods and YHVH descend to see the newly built tower and confound the 
speech of the whole world. The place of Babel is in the valley of Shinar. Jubilees 10:20 tells us that 
Shinar was a place full of natural bitumen pits, hence the reference to some of the material from 
which the tower was made. We see that the response of YHVH and the gods, as a result of what 
happened in the garden and the pursuit of knowledge, was to eliminate the desire of man to be as 
they were. The prideful intent had to be addressed. Nimrod wanted to make a name for himself. 
YHVH saw that if the people were allowed to fulfil their quest, there would be nothing that would be 
beyond their reach. Was the kingdom of heaven in their grasp? Were the people a threat? Or was 
it time to teach man a lesson? 

We cannot be audacious in believing that this civilisation was a simple one. They had the 
technology to create industrial strength bricks and to build to immense heights. That demands an 
understanding of architectural techniques of construction preceding the time of the pyramids. 
These were skills taught to man by the watchers. 

The following passage in Isaiah 14:12 is the song Israel will sing when YHVH delivers them from 
Babylon and returns them to the land. It can also allude to the event at Babel.  

Isaiah 12 How you have fallen from heaven, 
O Morning Star, son of the dawn! 
You have been cut down to the ground, 
O destroyer of nations. 
13You said in your heart: 
“I will ascend to the heavens; 
I will raise my throne 
above the stars of God. 
I will sit on the mount of assembly, 
in the far reaches of the north. 
14I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.” 

When we look closer at the event at Babel, we find a distinction between man’s attempt to make a 
name for himself, and when YHVH decides to make the name of a man. The end of the chapter 
establishes the basis through Abram's lineage for our study this week.


Abram is descended from Shem the youngest son of Noah. It was Shem who covered his father’s 
nakedness and received the priestly garments of Adam and the position of priest, as he was the 
first to offer sacrifice upon the altar to YHVH having once left the ark. The priestly garment would 
be later passed to Esau, Jacob and then to Joseph. Rabbis identify Shem as the high priest 
Melchizedek, King of Salem. 


The Midrash Agadah, tells us that Melchizedek had no offspring eligible to carry the mantle of High 
Priest and thus presented the office to Abram. However, the Midrash also states that Melchizedek 
lost the priesthood ultimately, because he gave glory to Abram first and not to YHVH. (Genesis 
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14:19) In conjunction to the meeting of the two men we reveal the name of Israel’s most holiest 
place - Jerusalem. The name comes from the compromise YHVH made regarding the name of the 
city. ‘Salem' was the name given to the city by Shem. YHVH added the “Yireh” from Yehivah Yireh 
to make Yirehsalem, the name given to the temple by Abram. 

Now let us return to our introduction. Terah, Abram’s father, moves the family to Haran and it is 
from here, that Abram is called out. In Genesis 27:42-43, Haran is named Padam Aram. It is where 
Jacob laboured for Laban. Today it is in Turkey. 

On a side note, the rabbis teach that Shem started the first school of Torah, in which both Abram 
and Jacob studied. What is significant here is that when the earth was divided among the three 
sons of Noah, Shem received the largest portion of lands and islands. He was also given twenty 
six out of the seventy two languages of the nations including the original Hebrew script. (Midrash 
HaGadol) 

We are told in ch12:4, that Abram was 75yrs of age when he was called out of Haran to go to 
Canaan. With him went Sarai and his nephew Lot the son of his deceased brother Haran. They 
took with them the wealth they had acquired. The text tells us that the land was full of Canaanites 
and that Abram passed through the hill country of Bethel. Though not clear, it may be assumed that 
Abram passed through in order to avoid confrontation. Jacob would later encounter YHVH at the 
site of Bethel. In an unusual turn of events the land of Canaan is thrown into famine and Abram’s 
family is forced to go to Egypt. 

There is no clear indication why Abram took the decision to enter Egypt. Rambam, states that 
Abram’s deception was sinful because he did not put faith in God. However, despite having no 
direction from God in the text, we cannot negate the fact that Abram did hear from God. There just 
might be an omission in the narrative by the writer.  
The condition of the land under famine, stands as an indicator, for such a decision might be too 
obvious. But what follows as a result, causes confusion. Rambam, views Abram as sinning before 
YHVH by leaving the promised land and subjecting Sarai to possible sexual victimisation. It is also 
viewed by Rambam, that it is because of this act that Israel would later be sent into Egypt. 

As Abram enters Egypt, he is very much aware of the sexual customs of the Egyptians, and 
protects his wife Sarai by asking her to pretend to be his sister. It is hard to understand why this 
deception would have made any difference apart from putting Abram’s life in danger once the 
Egyptians were disposed in taking her from him. A similar event occurs again in Genesis 20 just 
after Lot and his daughters are saved, and when Abram encounters King Abimelech. In this 
passage it is revealed that Sarai was the daughter of his father and step mother and thus his sister. 
However, Sarai is also considered to be the daughter of Abram’s deceased brother Haran. Maybe 
you can discuss this. 

The scenario regarding Pharaoh in Egypt will play out again when Jacob and his family are also 
forced to enter the land because of famine in Canaan, and again when the plagues come upon 
Egypt during the time of the Hebrew exile. We see here that despite these prevailing conditions the 
Hebrews prosper. 

Chapter 13 tells us that following their departure from Egypt, Abram travels onward to the Negev 
back to Bethel, to the site where Abram built an altar to YHVH. The subsequent abundance of 
goods and live stock taken from Egypt begins to cause conflict among the herdsmen of Abram and 
Lot, as the land cannot contain them. The decision to part becomes the only way forward. Abram 
gives his nephew the choice to choose - Canaan or the cities of the plain of which Sodom was one. 
Lot chooses Sodom despite its reputation.  

What this episode points out, is that the decision of Lot rested on the fact that Sodom was an 
already established place. Settling in would not be that difficult. After all Lot was a wealthy man. 
Anything would be better than having to contend with the Canaanites and resettling the land.  

YHVH now takes Abram aside and shows him the land that he and his descendants will inherit. 
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Chapter 14 begins with a historical battle account.  The report concludes with the Kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah fleeing from the ensuing battle into the bitumen pits, and the news that Lot has 
been captured, is given to Abram.  

It is here that Abram is referred to for the first time as the Hebrew. Whilst settling in the land Abram 
recruits allies among the kinsman of Mamre, Eshkol and Aner and goes to rescue Lot and meets 
with Melchizedeck, offering him tithes. 

CH 16 recounts the birth of Ishmael & ch17 the birth of Isaac some thirteen years later. At the age 
of eighty six and ninety nine respectively, it shows we are never too old to accomplish the work of 
YHVH in us and fulfil our destiny.  

Chapter 17 continues by witnessing the birth of the new man ‘Abraham’ whose name has been 
changed, signifying to him - Abraham, that he is now the progenitor of Israel. The chapter goes on 
to expound on the covenant between Abraham - the first Hebrew, and YHVH, and the changing 
also of Sarai’s name to Sarah. It concludes by revealing to us that all who have come into 
Abraham’s house are subjects to the covenant.  

Ch 17 24 Avraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, 25 and Yishma‘el his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin. 26 Avraham and Yishma‘el his son were circumcised on the same day; 
27 and all the men in his household, both slaves born in his house and those bought with 
money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him. CJB 

Parsha Pearl 
The message ‘to go’ is a message to all of us. It is said that Abraham knew YHVH from the age of 
three. He grew up in a world that conflicted with his desire to serve God. Abraham was a witness to 
others during his time in Ur. We too, feel the conflict of living in a sinful world and maybe, your own 
desire is one to come out of it and lead a simpler peaceful life. Abraham’s journey was a journey of 
ascent — an ascent to a land that would be his and one that would pass on to his seed, and his 
ascendence to a new person bearing YHVH’s signature. The command to leave his father’s land 
and house is the direction to enter into his destiny. I am sure he would never have conceived the 
plans YHVH had for him at the age of seventy-five. The journey of ascent is our journey too. The 
books of psalms introduce to us the songs of ascent. These are the praises of the people as they 
ascend the hill to Jerusalem during the pilgrim festivals. It is the one we make when we answer the 
call of God upon us. 

The message to go, is one that is reflected in the scripture regarding the marriage of a man, ‘for 
this reason a man will leave his father’s house and be joined to his wife’.  

Genesis 2:24 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall be joined to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh. 

It is again reflected in the passage of the covenant made between YHVH and Abraham when the 
smoking oven and the flame pass between the separated offerings of the animals requested by 
YHVH, symbolising that out of two become one. 

From the moment Abraham leaves the land, he will become his true self. He will transcend so to 
speak, into another reality. It is, as if, he is experiencing a new birth. That birthing experience will 
not be easy. The man, Abraham, will experience many trials and battles in the remaining years of 
his life and those experiences will once again be reflected in the lives of the patriarchs. This is a 
pattern.  

Today, we too can ask, “what changes have taken place in our lives since leaving our father’s or 
familiy house? Am I still connected into the same way of life or have I become whom God wants 
me to be? You see, a life given to God is a life of opposites. For example the humble become 
exalted, the lowly are lifted up, the last shall be first, the dead will live. We may consider that our 

Page  of 4 6



lives as believers is such a life, but we can also consider those attitudes from a worldly natural 
sense. In other words, we can reflect some form of godliness but deny the power and rule of God 
in our lives. Like Abraham, we too are called out from our natural condition and environment. To 
inherit our land and become part of something greater. We must become small, insignificant and of 
no reputation. In this sense we become truly lowly. Our challenge in this new life is to decide: ‘do 
we want to make the journey to what God has for us, or make our own choices, believing that there 
is something better over the hill?’ This was the choice of Lot. He chose what seemed to be an 
easier route and ended up being a captive waiting for his salvation. Abraham could have also 
chosen an easier response by not going to save his nephew at all. After all, Lot had made his 
decision. Abraham responded righteously. He realised that all of us are connected as family, and in 
like manner, we too must choose to save our brother’s life just as YHVH sent His son, our brother, 
to save ours. The releasing of the captives is our commission, but we cannot do that if we are in 
captivity too. The idea of being called out might seem a daunting consideration, but what we learn 
from the relationship between Abraham and YHVH is that in order for Abraham to enter into his 
final destiny and become the father of nations, he had to become married to YHVH by receiving 
the father’s name in his. 

Finally, in this week’s passage, we can also reflect on four revealed natures of YHVH, all of which 
we can rely on and bless Him with. All things come from Him and return to Him. For instance, how 
can we, mere mortals bless His name? We bless YHVH with His name because His name is 
blessed, separate and holy. The Spirit of the Lord reveals that to us. There is no other name like it 
in heaven and earth. It reflects even His separateness from the council of gods. He is not the ‘ High 
God’, He is ‘The MOST High God. He is Yehovah Yireh - the God that provides for us, He is 
Yehovah Roi - the One who sees us and He is El Shaddai - The Almighty God. This name again 
separates Him from the godly council. He is not a mighty god but an ‘All Mighty God’.  

He is our God, because HE says so and He made that promise to all the seed of Abraham. The 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of Israel is our God.  

Praise Him now for what He has done and worship Him for who He is. 

Shalom 

24 ‘Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha. 
[May Adonai bless you and keep you.] 

25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka. 
[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you his favour.] 

26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom 
 [May Adonai lift up his face toward you and give you peace.] 
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Until next time. 
Shabbat Shalom 
Grant Marshall: Co-founder Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries. 

Haftarah Lekh L’kha: Yesha‘yahu (Isaiah) 40:27–41:16 

B’rit Hadashah Acts 7:1–8; Romans 3:19–5:6; Galatians 3:15–18; 5:1–6; Colossians 2:11–15; 
Messianic Jews (Hebrews) 7:1–19; 11:8–12 

Glossary. 

Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early 
interpretations and commentaries on the Written Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and sermons), 
as well as non-legalistic rabbinic literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the Jewish religious laws 
(halakha), which usually form a running commentary on specific passages in the Hebrew Scripture 
(Tanakh)


Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Onqelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic 
translation) to the Torah. However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its authorship 
is attributed to Onkelos, a famous convert to Judaism in Tannaic times (c.35–120 CE)

Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, is the 
official eastern (Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, however, are 
western (i.e. from the Land of Israel), and the Talmudic tradition attributes its authorship to 
Jonathan ben Uzziel of Jerusalem in the time of King Herod.


Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, from 
approximately 10-220 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the Mishnaic period, 
lasted about 210 years. 


Talmud: The Talmud means "instruction, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of Rabbinic 
Judaism. The term "Talmud" normally refers to the collection of writings named specifically 
the Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier collection known as 
the Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) or Palestinian 

The Talmud has two components: 

1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law; 

2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidation of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often 
ventures onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible.


Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of the 
Law, of the events of the years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as revealed 
to Moses (in addition to the Torah or "Instruction") by angels while he was on Mount Sinai for forty 
days and forty nights. The chronology given in Jubilees is based on multiples of seven; 
the jubilees are periods of 49 years, seven "year-weeks", into which all of time has been divided.


Vulgate: This is the Latin Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome between 382 
and 405 CE, this text became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means 'common translation’.


Rashi , whose real name is Shlomo Yitzchaki was born in France in the 11th century. Rashi wrote 
a comprehensive commentary on the Talmud and commentary on the Hebrew Bible.


Moses ben Maimon, also known as Maimonides became better known by the acronym Rambam. 
He was born in 1138 in Cordoba, Spain. He was a Sephardic Jew and influential philosopher. He 
is considered to be among the greatest of Torah Scholars.


Nachmanides- 13th century French Jewish Philosopher, commonly known by the acronym; 
Rambam. 
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