
                         

“AGAIN, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MERCHANT IN SEARCH OF FINE PEARLS,  
 46 AND UPON FINDING A SINGLE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE, HE WENT AND SOLD ALL THAT HE 

HAD AND BOUGHT IT.  

   MATTHEW 13:45 
  

  
               19  March 2022                                                                                                                  16 Adar II 5782 

                        Tzav - Give an Order: 6:1 - 8:36  

 Leviticus6:1-8:36      Jeremiah 7:21 -8-3 , 9:22-23     Mt 9:13-25 


Shabbat Shalom Talmadim,

From Shabbat to Shabbat, may the name of the Lord be praised.


Parsha Tzav continues from Vayikra,  discussing the burnt offering, grain offering, guilt offering, 
sin offering, peace offering and consecration offering.


We are reading this at a moment, a moed or an appointed time. The Sabbath is an appointed time 
of YHVH, and so there is a time for everything, seasons, months, weeks, days , and so on.


Whatever can be measured by duration through the movement of our planet in our solar system 
and beyond, is significant in the cosmic clock of the divine. We will see, as we progress through 
the detail of the sacrificial offerings, that each is fulfilled in its own time. The preparation of the 
animal and the burning of it, the duration of dressing the priests and the consecration of them,

take time.


The invention of time counters and other devices throughout the history of man enables us to 
measure it more acutely. In ancient days events or a period, were simply designated as a time. For 
example a season of three months is ‘a time’; a day is a literal 24 hour period or a time. When we 
understand that our divine creator works out of time and has no need for it , we might be able to 
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grasp the concept of eternity. In the processing or preparation of the animals for sacrifice, there is 
no set time, but there is a set time for the preparation of the priests and for their consecration. 
Ultimately, things are done when they are done and done properly. However, that does not negate 
the fact that YHVH does not know how long things take. We see this in the time of the 
consecration for the priests. The return, day or hour of our Messiah is not known because His 
return is based on all things being prepared and the conditions being right .


In this parsha we are being introduced to an elaborate and precise process of purification, 

leading to consecration that will take the priest seven days to complete. Once finished and 

acceptable ,YHVH will appear. Timing and adherence to the protocol must be precise 

because the sacrifice must be made according to how YHVH wants it and not how we want 

to give it.


The Parsha begins;

Lev 6:1 Adonai said to Moshe, 2“Give this order/command (note that this parsha begins  
with a command given to Aaron. Usually the Lord is said to speak to Moses) to Aharon and  
his sons: ‘This is the law for the burnt offering: it is what goes up on its firewood upon  
the altar all night long, until morning; in this way the fire of the altar will be kept burning.  
3 When the fire has consumed the burnt offering on the altar, the cohen, having put on his  
linen garment and covered himself with his linen shorts, is to remove the ashes and put  
them beside the altar. 4 Then he is to remove those garments and put on others, before  
carrying the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 5 In this way, the fire on the altar  
will be kept burning and not be allowed to go out. Each morning, the Cohen is to kindle  
wood on it, arrange the burnt offering and make the fat of the peace offerings go up in  
smoke. 6 Fire is to be kept burning on the altar continually; it is not to go out. 

In our previous portion Va-Yikra, we learned of the various types of offerings, their purposes along 
with their distribution, once the offerings had been made. What I find particularly interesting are 
the offerings in the final chapter. These are the guilt and trespass or reparation offerings. Though 
the first is quite straight forward it is what it says it is; an offering made when one feels guilt after 
wittingly committing an offence. The trespass offering is committed by unwittingly committing an 
offence against the sacred things of the Lord. The trespass offering must be commensurate with 
the value of the sacred object. However, in ch22:14, a condition does allow remuneration by 
money. The caveat for this offering is that a fifth must be added to the original value. 


The Lord’s Prayer in Mathew 6 admonishes us to ask for forgiveness if we make this type of 
mistake. Often we find ourselves in a predicament when we say or do something that offends 
someone. I know I have unwittingly done so. In such cases I find that I take the opportunity as 
soon as possible to make amends with an apology or by asking if I can do something. I must 
admit also that sometimes I feel that I have offended someone when in fact I have not and 
sometimes I might receive an apology. I am also aware that inside me, the old nature is at war  
and that it wants me to react and fight. I am not under his and no longer obligated to a sinful 
nature. I must put him down at every opportunity and declare the victory of Christ over him, lest I 
give in and fall away.


The word used in the Greek is Strong’s 3900 paráptōma which means: properly, fall away after 
being close-beside, i.e. a lapse (deviation) from the truth; an error, "slip up"; wrong doing that can 
be (relatively) unconscious, "non-deliberate." 
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In today’s busy world, our lives are often taken up by other things. Running a business or dealing 
with other work issue, family problems and ill health can consume us and be demanding on our 
attention. I try always to make time for my morning devotion and spend what time I have writing, 
but occasionally that time is taken away by an important early start or some other business in the 
house. I know I don’t have to be religious about things but I find that the morning is a better time 
for me to study and pray. If by some chance I may not have had time to pray per se, I speak with 
the Lord during the day and always try to do my best at what I must do and I know that the Ruach 
is with me helping me especially during any difficult period of the day. He truly does look at the 
inside of our hearts and is eager to forgive us once we recognise our sin and ignorance. 


The recognition of one’s sin committed unwittingly, especially the breaking of a commandment, 
whether one knew about it or not, brings guilt, and restitution and reparation must be made by 
offering a lamb without blemish. 


5:17 “If someone sins by doing something against any of the mitzvot of Adonai concerning things 
which should not be done, he is guilty, even if he is unaware of it; and he bears the consequences 
of his wrongdoing. 18 He must bring a ram without defect from the flock, or its equivalent 
according to your appraisal, to the Cohen for a guilt offering; the Cohen will make atonement 
concerning the error which he committed, even though he was unaware of it; and he will be 
forgiven. 19 It is a guilt offering — he is certainly guilty before Adonai.” 


Chapter 6 of Tzav, speaks to us about the priestly observances regarding the sacrifices. 

First we are introduced to the ‘burnt offering’ which is to the Lord. The others are to be consumed 
by the priests.


Let us read ch6 v5-6 again:

6:5 gives an instruction: 5 in this way, the fire on the altar will be kept burning and not be 
allowed to go out. Each morning, the Cohen is to kindle wood on it, arrange the burnt offering 
and make the fat of the peace offerings go up in smoke. 6 Fire is to be kept burning on the altar 
continually; it is not to go out.  

Before I open this up, you can imagine that this fire must be continuously alight and therefore 
must have been transported is such a way to keep it burning. However, during the first temple the 
altar was of considerable size. The Temple Institute gives this description of the altar: The altar 
was built as a perfect square and was quite large: it reached a height of 10 amot  
(app. 5 meters) and its width was 32 amot (app. 16 meters). It was constructed of two main 
parts: the altar itself, and the ascent ramp. Both were constructed of stones and earth. On 
top of the altar at its four corners, there were hollow boxes which made small protrusions 
or "horns." These horns measured one amah square and 5 handbreadths high, each (or, 
app. 18" x 18" x 15"). The Bible states that the altar may not be approached by way of steps, 
since this would be considered unseemly and immodest behaviour for this holy place: "Do 
not climb up to My altar with steps, so that your nakedness not be revealed on it"(Ex. 20:23).  

Three separate piles of wood burned atop the altar. The largest of these arrangements was 
designated to receive all the sacrifices; the second provided the coals for the incense altar within 
the sanctuary, and the third was the "perpetual fire" which constantly burned on the altar, as the 
verse states (Lev. 6:5) "And a fire shall burn there on the altar constantly; it shall not be 
extinguished." A large pile of ashes formed in the centre of the altar from the remnants of these 
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fires. G-d commanded that the coals be removed from here, and brought to another location 
outside of the Holy Temple which was known as the "place of ashes." (Temple Institute.)


In this study I want to draw our attention to the pearl. What does the eternal flame or the 
perpetual fire signify to you? Some  might say that it symbolises the ever presence of YHVH 
burning amongst His people. But what about that flame that is supposed to burn with passion for 
our Lord inside of us? — if we are to be a temple to Him with our hearts as the altar. Upon this 
altar, we place the sacrifice of our love and our lives for Him ; this is our reasonable, true and 
proper service, which must be offered as a perpetual flame where our continual praise and 
worship provide the sweet smelling savour to our Lord.


Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.


We see that YHVH chose different animals for each sacrifice. We remind ourselves that YHVH 
chose a lamb for  the sacrifice of each family on the day of the Passover in Egypt. Its blood would 
mark the doorpost of each of the Hebrews’ houses. The sheep was a sacred symbol to the 
Egyptians, and thus you can imagine that the Hebrews may well have been in some trepidation 
when having to observe the command of the Lord. However, the lamb was also sacred to YHVH. 
It signified something far more profound.


The blood of the lamb would be the marker that identifies YHVH’s people and the practice of the 
passover ritual would be written within the feasts of the Lord that would be remembered 
throughout the generations.  


As we read through the ordinances given by YHVH to the priesthood, we cannot help but ask a 
couple of questions, which probably for us will not provide any definitive answers. 


Why did YHVH choose to incorporate the sacrifice of animals in the priestly offerings?

Why did YHVH require blood?

Why can’t repentance and forgiveness reconcile sin?

Why do we have to see perpetual offerings and what’s with the perpetual fire? (The Tamid)


In the Garden, following the first human sin, YHVH provided a covering for the human beings. The 
covering was of an animal. Here we see that it was YHVH, Himself, who shed the first blood. 


Genesis 3: 20 The man named his wife Eve (life spring, life giver), because she was the mother of 
all the living. 21 The Lord God made tunics of [animal] skins for Adam and his wife and clothed 
them.


Could this animal have been a lamb?


Previously we read that the human beings sewed together fig leaves to cover their nakedness. 


We will see how this becomes important in our study. We can also ask, how did the human beings 
know they were naked. 
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They knew because their glorious covering fell from them and so YHVH had to provide a 
substitute. It could have been the same covering as the humans once had , but now they were in 
a fallen state. The question YHVH asks is rhetorical. The humans had to recognise that the 
shedding of their garment made them naked. During the restoration of YHVH’s kingdom, new 
garments will be given to His family. 


We must understand that Adam and Eve were in essence priests before the Lord. They were 
Royal and Holy, but lost their position. YHVH will have to make something new and will provide a 
way to do it.


Scripture tells us that the lamb was slain at the foundation of the world.


Psalm 89: 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Lovingkindness and truth go before You. 
15 Blessed and happy are the people who know the joyful sound [of the trumpet’s blast]! 
They walk, O Lord, in the light and favour of Your countenance! AMP


Rev 13: 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given 
authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to 
him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every 
tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have 
not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

The foundation of something can be a moment in time or a base upon which something is  
established. Psalm 89, tells that the foundation of God’s throne is ‘righteousness and justice’. In 
other words, His law which is immovable is solid as a rock. His throne is therefore founded upon 
the ‘ROCK’ - Yeshua.

The Berean, KJV, Orthodox Jewish, ISV, ASV, ERV to name but a few bible transaltions, render 
Genesis 3:8 

And they heard the voice ( H6963 ‘qol’, voice or sound) of the LORD God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: 


This is the sound Adam and Eve heard as they hid from the Lord. This seems to be a strange 
entry in the text. Who was YHVH talking to, if they heard His voice? 


YHVH was clearly not on His own because subsequent text tell us what YHVH spoke after 
pronouncing the judgement upon the human beings. 
3:22 Adonai, God, said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil. 
CJB.

The habitation of YHVH has been violated and thus the humans must be expelled. They will live 
the rest of their lives away from the garden and the presence of God.

‘Zion’ is considered to be the dwelling place of God and where Eden exists. It remains hidden 
from us and is guarded by a cherub. Man cannot re-enter it until it is established at the end of 
time. Could it be that it was here that the lamb of God was slain? 

As we continue polishing this week’s pearl, we glimpse upon the priestly garments . I propose that 
these are a symbol of the glorious garment coverings of the first human beings.
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The priestly garments therefore represent, in its various parts, the complete original covering that 
YHVH created for man and woman to wear; It was their original state.


In Ezekial we see a reference to Ha’satan, who was called the covering cherub.


Ezekiel 28:12-14


12 “Son of man, take up a dirge (funeral poem to be sung) for the king of Tyre and say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lord God,

“You had the full measure of perfection and the finishing touch [of completeness], 
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 
13 “You were in Eden, the garden of God; 
Every precious stone was your covering: 
The ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; 
The beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; 
The lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald; 
And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and your sockets, 
Was in you. They were prepared on the day that you were created. 
14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers and protects, 
And I placed you there. 
You were on the holy mountain of God; 
You walked in the midst of the stones of fire [sparkling jewels].


In this one passage, we see that there is a replication or replacement made by the High priest.


Exodus 28: Garments of the Priests

28 “Now bring your brother Aaron near, and his sons with him from among the sons of Israel, so 
that he may serve as priest to Me—Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 
2 You are to make sacred garments [official clothing reserved for holy services] for Aaron your 
brother, for honour and for beauty (ornamentation). 3 Tell all the skilled and talented people 
whom I have endowed with a spirit of wisdom, that they are to make Aaron’s garments to sanctify 
him and set him apart to serve as a priest for Me. 4 These are the garments which they shall 
make: a breast-piece and an ephod [for the breast-piece] and a robe and a tunic of checkered 
work, a turban, and a sash. They shall make sacred garments for Aaron your brother and his sons, 
so that he may serve as a priest to Me. 5 They are to use the gold and the blue and the purple 
and the scarlet fabric and fine twisted linen [from the people],

6 and they shall make the ephod of gold and blue, purple, and scarlet fabric and fine twisted linen, 
skilfully woven and [beautifully] worked. 7 It is to have two shoulder pieces joined to its two [back 
and front] ends, so that it may be joined together. 8 And the skilfully woven sash, which is on the 
ephod shall be made of the same material: of gold, of blue, purple, and scarlet fabric and fine 
twisted linen. 9 You shall take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the [twelve] 
sons of Israel, 10 six of their names on one stone and the remaining six names on the other stone, 
arranged in the order of their births. 11 With the work of a jeweller, like the engravings of a signet, 
you shall engrave the two stones according to the names of the sons of Israel. You shall have 
them set in filigree [settings] of gold……….


The word covering in Hebrew is ‘kasah’, Strongs 3680. It means to cover, conceal blood, protect, 
cover transgressions, spread over, clothe.


Strongs H3722 ‘kaphar’ 



 .ka-phar: atone, to cover over, pacify, make propitiation כפר
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In addition we find another word that is shows us the relationship with the atoning of Christ upon 
the tree. The word is ‘Kaph’.



 kph ּכַף  
Palm 

A tropical tree with fan-shaped leaves. Part of the hand or foot between the base of the digits and 
the wrist or ankle. A palm-shaped object. 


Strong's Number: 3709


 ;ka-po-ret ּכַּפֶֹרת
cover of a box or container - ref to: mercy seat.


As we look a little deeper into the design and specification of the priestly garments, we see that 
they are synonymous with the Mishkan itself because the making of the garments is included with 
all the items necessary for the functioning of Mishkan, and are made up of all the same materials. 
There is clearly something more significant in its symbolism than just presenting the extraordinary 
lengths and value of the items coming together. When we view the Mishkan, the priestly robes, 
the functions of the rights and the purpose of the sacrifices, we glimpse into a series of events 
and conditions that replace ( a temporary alternative) the abode of God and His cohabitation with 
the first humans —the perpetual fire, receives the daily offering or tamid. For the time being God 
has allowed a replacement or alternative means to remain with His creation until the final 
restoration event has occurred.


Look at the description of the new Jerusalem in Revelation 21 and compare it to the design of the 
Mishkan and the priestly garments.


6 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city 
with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.

17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the 
measure of a man, that is, of the angel.

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.

19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. 
The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an 
emerald;

20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a 
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of 
the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.


On the day of atonement the procedure to be followed is this:


Lev 16, 11 When Aaron presents the bull for his sin offering and makes atonement for himself and 
his household, he is to slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. 12 Then he must take a censer 
full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant 
incense, and take them inside the veil. 13 He is to put the incense on the fire before the LORD, 
and the cloud of incense will cover the mercy seat above the Testimony, so that he will not die. 

14 And he is to take some of the bull’s blood and sprinkle it with his finger on the east side of the 
mercy seat; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven times before the mercy seat.

15 Aaron shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and bring its blood 
behind the veil, and with its blood he must do as he did with the bull’s blood: He is to sprinkle it 
against the mercy seat and in front of it.


Christ is our mercy seat and the propitiation for our sin sacrifice.

The CJB Bible translates Roman’s 3:21-25 thus:
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Romans 3:21 But now, quite apart from Torah, God’s way of making people righteous in his sight 
has been made clear — although the Torah and the Prophets give their witness to it as well — 
22 and it is a righteousness that comes from God, through the faithfulness of Yeshua the Messiah, 
to all who continue trusting. For it makes no difference whether one is a Jew or a Gentile, 23 since 
all have sinned and come short of earning God’s praise. 24 By God’s grace, without earning it, all 
are granted the status of being considered righteous before him, through the act redeeming us 
from our enslavement to sin that was accomplished by the Messiah Yeshua. 25 God put Yeshua 
forward as the kapparah for sin through his faithfulness in respect to His bloody sacrificial death.


The ‘Kippah’, the head covering or skull cap worn by Jewish men holds the same meaning — 
symbolically as a sign that  YHVH’s ‘shekinah’ dwells above the persons’ head.


Keep the fire Burning 

When it comes to sacrificing the various animals, we are not told why a certain animal must be 
used. But what we are told is that the priest must obey the rules for the sacrifice and that they 
must keep the altar fire burning.


In addition to the perpetual fire, we see it must be watched over during the night. The fire, a 
symbol of the Ruach, I believe, refers once again to the spiritual glory covering of the first 
humans. 


Part of the priestly rota, would involve a night watch in which the fire on the altar must not be 
allowed to go out. If the priest was found asleep on duty, his clothing would be set on fire. He 
would then be forced to remove the garments and run away naked. 


Let us read what 2 Peter 3:10 says:

10 However, the Day of the Lord will come “like a thief.” On that Day the heavens will disappear 
with a roar, the elements will melt and disintegrate, and the earth and everything in it will be 
burned up.

Let us read on: 

11 Since everything is going to be destroyed like this, what kind of people should you be? You 
should lead holy and godly lives, 12 as you wait for the Day of God and work to hasten its 
coming. That Day will bring on the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt 
from the heat; 13 but we, following along with His promise, wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness will be at home.


Revelation 16:15

"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 
naked, and they see his shame.” 

We must, by now, be able to see a reference or a shadow picture of the priest, the priestly role, 
their garments and way of life, and the eternal fire, that point us back to the role of the first 
humans made in the image of God, dwelling in glory as royal priests before YHVH in the garden of 
Eden.


Finally, it is confirmed;

Hebrew 9: 21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the containers and 
sacred utensils of worship with the blood. 22 In fact under the Law almost everything is cleansed 
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with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness [neither release from sin and 
its guilt, nor cancellation of the merited punishment].

23 Therefore it was necessary for the [earthly] copies of the heavenly things to be cleansed 
with these, but the heavenly things themselves required far better sacrifices than these.


The better sacrifice is this:

V 24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 
one, but [He entered] into heaven itself, now to appear in the very presence of God on our 
behalf; 25 nor did He [enter into the heavenly sanctuary to] offer Himself again and again, as the 
high priest enters the Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He 
would have needed to suffer over and over since the foundation of the world; but now once for 
all at the consummation of the ages He has appeared and been publicly manifested to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And just as it is appointed and destined for all men to 
die once and after this [comes certain] judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once and 
once for all to bear [as a burden] [the sins of many, will appear a second time [when he 
returns to earth], not to deal with sin, but to bring salvation to those who are eagerly and 
confidently waiting for Him. AMP.


A closer look at the design and purpose of the Mishkan, if it represents something in heaven, will 
leave us asking many more questions. 


I would like to leave you with one.

If creation, the earth, the temple, restoration and resurrection are a pattern of heavenly things, 
then what happened before creation?


Proverbs 25:2 
It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is to search out a matter.  

Ha’satan was expelled as a result of a great rebellion amongst the holy ones. (What happened 
behind the scenes?)


Yeshua spoke to people in parables - picture stories, so that they could understand, but He also 
said that He had given His disciples the ability to understand mysteries - divine code and pattern. 
As Messiah’s disciples ,we too, can ask to understand such mysteries and see the hidden things.


YHVH has chosen to reveal certain things to us. We can ask for wisdom and insight to understand 
these things. YHVH can choose whether or not to give us the answer. However, knowledge will 
not save us. It is only  the blood of the Messiah that can do that. Receiving this mark allows us to 
draw closer to God and find the knowledge of Him. Our love and utmost commitment to Him will 
keep the fire burning and our eyes watchful during the night watch. Remember the virgins who 
kept their lamps burning; they were burning during the night. How else would they have been 
seen?


Let us remind ourselves, that YHVH is worthy of all praise and honour. For those who remain 
faithful to the end, they will receive their new garments and their glory will return to them. The 
cherub will open the gate of Eden to us, and we will once again walk with our maker in the new 
heaven and earth. What a beautiful time that will be!
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May YHVH bless and keep you.    
Shabbat Shalom   

  
Grant – Co-founder of Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries   

  www.arrowsofephrayim.com  

Numbers 6:

24 ‘Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha. 

[May Adonai bless you and keep you.] 
25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka. 

[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you his favour.] 
26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom 

 [May Adonai lift up his face toward you and give you peace.


Glossary 

Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early interpretaOons and 
commentaries on the WriQen Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and sermons), as well as non-legalisOc 
rabbinic literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the Jewish religious laws (halakha), which usually form a 
running commentary on specific passages in the Hebrew Scripture (Tanakh) 

Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Onqelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic translaOon) to 
the Torah. However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its authorship is aQributed 
to Onkelos, a famous convert to Judaism in Tannaic Omes (c. 35–120 CE) 
Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, is the official 
eastern (Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, however, are western (i.e. from 
the Land of Israel), and the Talmudic tradiOon aQributes its authorship to Jonathan ben Uzziel of Jerusalem 
in the Ome of King Herod 

Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, from approximately 
10-220 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the Mishnaic period, lasted about 210 years.  

Talmud: The Talmud means "instrucOon, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of Rabbinic Judaism. The 
term "Talmud" normally refers to the collecOon of wriOngs named specifically the Babylonian 
Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier collecOon known as the Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud 
Yerushalmi) or PalesOnian  
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The Talmud has two components:  
1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first wriQen compendium of Judaism's Oral Law;  
2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidaOon of the Mishnah and related TannaiOc wriOngs that ogen ventures 
onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible 

Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of the Law, of the 
events of the years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as revealed to Moses (in addiOon to 
the Torah or "InstrucOon") by angels while he was on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights. The 
chronology given in Jubilees is based on mulOples of seven; the jubilees are periods of 49 years, seven 
"year-weeks", into which all of Ome has been divided 

Vulgate: This is the LaOn Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome between 382 and 405 
CE, this text became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means 'common translaOon'. 

Rashi , whose real name is Shlomo Yitzchaki was born in France in the 11th century. Rashi wrote a 
comprehensive commentary on the Talmud and commentary on the Hebrew Bible. 

Moses ben Maimon, also known as Maimonides became beQer known by the acronym Rambam. He was 
born in 1138 in Cordoba, Spain. He was a Sephardic Jew and influenOal philosopher. He is considered to be 
among the greatest of Torah Scholars. 

Nachmanides- 13th century French Jewish Philosopher, commonly known by the acronym; Rambam. 

Page  of 11 11


