
Straight Furrows. 

“Grandma, when I was coming out of the barn I 
noticed a sign above the door that said Lot’s Wife.  
Is that the same Lot’s Wife from the Bible?”  “It 
sure is Jim.  Let’s sit on the front porch and I’ll tell 
you about it while we snap some beans. You better 
stop in the kitchen and bring us some of those 
fresh baked cookies.  Every story needs a good 
cookie or two.”
 

“Well Jim, your Grandpa wasn’t always a farmer.  
No, he was a highly successful advertising 
executive for many years, but his secret desire 
was to purchase his uncle’s farm, this very farm.  
To his surprise, the Lord began tugging on his 
heart to quit his job and buy the farm.  The Lord 
wanted him to clear and plow an extra field to help 
feed the community.  Grandpa wanted to farm, so 
he examined himself and made sure in his heart, 
100% sure, that he could commit himself fully to 
farming for the Lord.  So when the Lord called him, 
he did not wait to tie up loose ends, or stay with 
the company to train someone else, he left and 
purchased the farm immediately.”
 

“We moved out here and life was hard work at first, 
but the Lord blessed us with good crops and we 
were happy to help those in need.  For several 



years the weather was dry and hot.  The crops 
were 40% of our usual crop.  We helped as many 
folks as we could and trusted the Lord to provide 
for our needs.  The drought went on for three 
years and things were dire.  We tightened our belts 
and helped all that we could.  Grandpa began to 
wonder whether he should go back to advertising 
to make ends meet.”
 

“Your Grandpa had a vivid dream.  In the dream 
Jesus asked him if his heart’s longing was for Him, 
or with the money from an advertising job.  “You 
have made a commitment.  Are you going to look 
back as Lot’s wife did, or will you be faithful to 
Me?”  Your Grandpa repented and asked God to 
forgive him for not trusting in His provision.  He 
hung that sign as a reminder that Lot’s wife 
disobeyed and looked back with longing in her 
heart for the world, not God.”
 

“Jim, in any commitment, but especially with 
Jesus, we must know in our heart of hearts that we 
can and will be able to do the thing with our whole 
heart, not turning back part-way through.  We must 
know what it means, what it will cost us to follow 
and persevere in following Jesus, because there is 
no place for those whose real interests are 
elsewhere.  I know you will remember that 



throughout your life.  Just think of that sign in the 
barn.”
 

“Our fields can easily be seen from the highway.  
The furrows are straight and true because 
Grandpa keeps his eyes on an object at the end of 
the field. If he didn’t have something to work 
toward and arrive at, his eyes and the tractor 
would wander off course.  He does his work well 
with his whole heart.  Straight furrows may seem 
like a small thing to some, but he does it with his 
heart full of love for God.”
 

“After dinner we’ll ask Grandpa to read to us from 
Luke 9, which tells us who is fit for the Kingdom of 
God.  Now, let’s go turn on the ice cream churn.  
Grandpa will be home from the fields soon and you 
two can go down to the pond to feed the fish 
before dinner.”   “Grandma, I love spending time 
with you and Grandpa.”  “We love you dearly Jim.  
Now turn the ice cream churn on before you make 
an old lady cry.”
 

Hand to the Plow
Luke 9:57-62
57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the 
way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou goest.



58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, 
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.
59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he 
said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.
60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their 
dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.
61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; 
but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at 
home at my house.
62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put 
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the Kingdom of God.


