
Agreeing with Your Adversary

Jake pulled up the hood of his warm jacket 
as he dodged icy patches on the sidewalk.  A 
sudden jolt of pain ran through his shoulder 
as he fell onto the concrete. He had run into 
a man he did not see walking toward him.  
“Hey buddy, what’s your problem?  You 
nearly knocked my glasses down a grate and 
my leg isn’t feeling so good.  Get up here 
and let’s let our fists do the talking.”  A strong 
arm pulled Jake to his feet and he came face 
to face with an angry man and two of his 
buddies.  After a few solid blows were 
exchanged, Jake grinned at his opponent, 
stuck out his hand, and said; “buddy, you are 
one fine boxer. Let me buy you all dinner.” 
Soon they were laughing like old friends as 
they enjoyed their meal at a pub.

Jake’s action speaks to Matthew 5:22; “But I 
say to you that everyone who continues to be 
angry with his brother or harbors malice 
against him shall be guilty before the court; 
and whoever speaks contemptuously and 
insultingly to his brother, shall be guilty 



before the supreme court (Sanhedrin); and 
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger 
of the fiery hell.” 

Jake turned an enemy into a friend and 
avoided spending a night in jail for fighting.  
Reaching out in peace, reconciliation and 
friendship applies to family members, co-
workers and legal situations.  We are to take 
the initiative to make things right and make 
friends of our enemies when possible.  The 
Bible says to peacefully come to terms 
quickly in resolving disagreements to keep 
them from escalating. The consequences of 
not doing so are pretty scary.  How much 
easier it is to genuinely smile and offer our 
hand to our enemy, even if like Jake, you 
have suffered a few blows.  It’s a disarming 
action, and an enemy won as a friend is 
pleasing to God.  Read what He says in 
verses 23-26.

23 So if you are presenting your offering at 
the altar, and while there you remember that 
your brother has something [such as a 
grievance or legitimate complaint] against 



you, 24 leave your offering there at the altar 
and go. First make peace with your brother, 
and then come and present your offering. 25 
Come to terms quickly [at the earliest 
opportunity] with your opponent at law while 
you are with him on the way [to court], so 
that your opponent does not hand you over 
to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you are thrown into prison. 26 I assure you 
and most solemnly say to you, you will not 
come out of there until you have paid the last 
cent.

God takes this seriously and so should we. 


