
                                  

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 and 
upon finding a single pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and 

bought it.  Matthew 13:45  

1 January  2022 / 28th Tevet 

Va ‘era: He appeared 
Exodus 6:2-9:29 

Shabbat shalom Talmadim, 
Let us see what this week’s torah portion reveals. 

Keynotes: 
YHVH appears to Moses and reveals His redemptive plan. 
YHVH gives signs to Moses, who will show them to Israel and then to Pharaoh. 
Moses and Aaron come to Pharaoh’s court and perform the signs as commanded by 
YHVH, but they are replicated by Pharaoh’s magicians. 
Moses asks that the people be allowed to offer worship to YHVH. 
The Plagues begin. 

In this parsha, we continue somewhat a little further down the road from last week’s pearl, 
and the meaning of names. In Parsha Shemot, which means ‘names’, we saw how YHVH 
revealed Himself to Moses in a different way from how He had done previously to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

Ex6 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: 
Because of my mighty hand he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will 
drive them out of his country.” 

2 God also said to Moses, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself fully known 
to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of 
Canaan, where they resided as foreigners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of 
the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my 
covenant. 
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6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 
the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 7 I will take 
you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8 And I will 
bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’” 

(a) the word ‘Lord’ is rendered : ‘YHVH’ in the CJB and ‘El Shaddai’ in the OJB. 

How YHVH revealed the ‘I AM’,  is crucial to understanding His redemptive plan. Let us 
read this again: 

V6 -8 “ ‘I will free you from being slaves to them… 

I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment… 

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your…  

I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac 
and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord.’” 

Look a little deeper into these statements. What we see is everything revealed in His name 
‘Ahyeh Asher Ahyer.’ God is saying that all things exist in Him, and what has been, will be.  
This is the beginning and the end, the Alpha and Omega, the Alef and the Tav, speaking. 
YHVH is saying ‘What Will Be, Will Be.’ This is the ultimate prophecy for all time. All things 
according to YHVH’s plan exist in the past, present and future. What is even more mind 
boggling is that they all exist at the same time.  

The revelation here is a great deal deeper than that which had been shown to the 
patriarchs, however, we see that the patriarchs even before Abraham, walked with God 
through faith and thus were counted as righteous, despite not knowing the ‘Ahyeh Asher 
Ahyer’ , the ‘I Am’ revelation. 

The book of Exodus will see us witness God’s divine provision and protection and His  
presence among His people for forty years. 

As we move further into the parsha, let us pull out a few more points. After Moses is given 
YHVH’s prophecy of redemption, he takes it to the people. Hard labour and subjugation 
have crushed the spirits of the people, causing them to dispel the message. They have 
been worn down. Perhaps the prophecy of their deliverance over the years was just a 
rumour — they’d heard it all so many times before. 

Why would YHVH wait for such a time to bring this message to them? Why did they have 
to go through hard times, and why for 400 years? 

Often, the journey of trial is brought to us in order to try our faith, but sometimes trial 
comes to bring the people to the point of calling out to God. Every period of time has a 
significance and breaks the calendar of God into seasons, punctuated by His feasts . 
There is a time for everything. 
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The letter ‘Tav’ is the 22nd letter in the Hebrew alephbet and represents the number 400. 
The Tav is written by combining two letters, the ‘dalet’ and the ‘nun’.  

The meaning of these two letters, when combined, signify the journey one takes into being 
deceived.  The focus upon wealth and prosperity often leads us down the path of ignoring 
YHVH and His law. It brings a false level of security and the sense that the person has no 
longer any need, especially for God. The person sees themself as self sufficient and 
independent. Thus he becomes deceived. We can see that this is exactly how the 
Israelites became once they began to prosper in Egypt during the time of Joseph and for 
some considerable time after. Another interesting aspect of the ‘Tav’, is its significance to 
the time of the messianic return. Once again the meaning comes to life as Moses takes on 
the salvific character, a shadow picture of Yeshua to come. Interestingly, the period 
between Malachi and Christ, is called the intertestamental period or the deuterocanonical 
period. It is also called the ‘400 silent years’. Malachi speaks of a fallen people, who are 
seriously struggling with their relationship with YHVH. YHVH even calls the priests 
contemptible, as they offer imperfect and diseased animals for sacrifices.  

‘Does YHVH really love them?’ they ask.  It’s not a good time. The Persian empire reigns 
and Israel has gone from being exiled in Babylon to being ruled by their new Persian 
masters. 

Let us move on. Yeshua prophesied that His second coming would be like the days of 
Noah and of Lot.  

Luke 17: 20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 
come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is 
in your midst.”22 Then He said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23 People will tell you, 
‘There He is!’ or ‘Here He is!’ Do not go running off after them. 24 For the Son of Man in 
His day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to 
the other. 25 But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation.26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the 
day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.28 “It was the 
same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting 
and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulphur rained down from heaven 
and destroyed them all. 30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 

Already, in the verse, we see similarities with the outpouring of the judgements upon 
Egypt. 
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Ex:5 shows us how YHVH responded to the people: v5 Moreover, I have heard the 
groaning of the people of Isra’el, whom the Egyptians are keeping in slavery; and I 
have remembered My covenant. 

Does this at all make YHVH a god who likes to see His subjects suffer? Certainly not! In 
this case, we see that Abraham’s prophecy told that a time of slavery woud ensue over 
Israel, for four hundred years and that it would be due to their falling away. The time would 
come when they would forget YHVH because they will prosper among the Egyptians. We 
see that this pattern prevails throughout time among YHVH’s people. Prosperity and power 
would lull the people into their own sense of providence and their independence from their 
God. However, you would have thought that if the people remembered the prophecy and 
that it had come true then surely the message of hope given by Moses would have 
prevailed.  

Just for a moment, imagine standing among the people with Moses holding centre stage. 

Who was this man and what were his credentials? A man of Moses’ age for example might 
be able to lead the people, but surely YHVH could have sent a younger man with a bit 
more hutzpah. How was all this going to work? How could they fight their way through the 
people and Pharaoh’s guards?  

You can also imagine at the time of Yeshua’s ministry the talk among the people about the 
this so called Messiah. He wasn’t what they imagined at all. 

In Chapter 4, Moses is given the message to take back to the elders of the people, and in 
addition, in case of their unbelief, YHVH gives Moses two signs to show them that God is 
with them. 

4 Moshe replied, “But I’m certain they won’t believe me, and they won’t listen to 
what I say, because they’ll say, ‘Adonai did not appear to you.’” 2 Adonai answered 
him, “What is that in your hand?” and he said, “A staff.” 3 He said, “Throw it on the 
ground!” and he threw it on the ground. It turned into a snake, and Moshe recoiled 
from it. 4 Then Adonai said to Moshe, “Put your hand out and take it by the tail.” He 
reached out with his hand and took hold of it, and it became a staff in his hand. 
5 “This is so that they will believe that Adonai, the God of their fathers, the God of 
Avraham, the God of Yitz’chak and the God of Ya‘akov, has appeared to you!” 

6 Furthermore Adonai said to him, “Now put your hand inside your coat.” He put his 
hand in his coat; and when he took it out his hand was leprous, as white as snow. 
7 Then God said, “Now put your hand back in your coat.” He put his hand back in 
his coat; and when he took it out, it was as healthy as the rest of his body. 8 “If they 
won’t believe you or heed the evidence of the first sign, they will be convinced by 
the second. 9 But if they aren’t persuaded even by both these signs and still won’t 
listen to what you say, then take some water from the river, and pour it on the 
ground. The water you take from the river will turn into blood on the dry land.” 

Moses’ brother Aaron, had previously been instructed by the Lord, to go and meet him. He 
would help bolster Moses’ resolve and ministry. Together they would take the signs and the 
word of the Lord to Pharaoh. 
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7:6 Moshe and Aharon did exactly what Adonai ordered them to do. 7 Moshe was 
eighty years old and Aharon eighty-three when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

8 Adonai said to Moshe and Aharon, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a 
miracle,’ tell Aharon to take his staff and throw it down in front of Pharaoh, so that it 
can become a snake.” 10 Moshe and Aharon went in to Pharaoh and did this, as 
Adonai had ordered — Aharon threw down his staff in front of Pharaoh and his 
servants, and it turned into a snake. 11 But Pharaoh in turn called for the sages and 
sorcerers; and they too, the magicians of Egypt, did the same thing, making use of 
their secret arts. 12 Each one threw his staff down, and they turned into snakes. But 
Aharon’s staff swallowed up theirs. 13 Nevertheless, Pharaoh was made 
hardhearted; and he didn’t listen to them, as Adonai had said would happen. 

As we witness this event, we see an extraordinary response from Pharaoh. He is not 
persuaded at all by the signs shown to him. However, understanding the social makeup of 
the times, such signs would have been common place among the myriad of occult 
practices among the peoples. Pharaoh was not impressed by the signs at all; after all his 
own magicians could replicate them. This would turn out to be to their detriment in the 
days to come,  as the their own magical endeavours would end up making matters worse. 

In Ch 7 we begin to enter the outpouring of the judgements upon Egypt. Remember, 
YHVH is showing Himself as sovereign God over all other gods. He is God of gods in 
heaven and on earth. He is also showing who He is to the Israelites. 

In this Parsha we see the release of the first seven out of ten judgements. The judgements 
are against the gods of Egypt and the number ten represents the fulness of or the perfect 
power and authority of YHVH. 

The first judgement, turning the waters of the Nile into blood is perfumed by Aaron. The 
Nile is represented by the god Hapi. 7:16-17 

The second plague of frogs, is against ‘Heket’ the goddess of fertility, and was associated 
with the crops that were watered by the Nile. We see this in the multiplication of the frogs 
throughout the land. We are also aware that the magicians were able to replicate this 
sign.7:26 

The third plague is of lice. Aaron strikes the dust of the earth and it turns to lice. This time 
the magicians can’t reproduce the sign. The god of the earth was ‘Geb’. At this sign, the 
magicians proclaimed it was the ‘finger of God’. 

8:14  The magicians tried with their secret arts to produce lice, but they couldn’t. 
There were lice on people and animals. 15 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, 
“This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh was made hardhearted, so that he didn’t 
listen to them, just as Adonai had said would happen. 

Despite the proclamation, Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened. Sometimes YHVH has no 
need to harden a man’s heart at all.  

Scripture tells us: ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?’ Jeremiah 17:9. 
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Matt 15:18-20  
18 But whatever [word] comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and this is 
what defiles and dishonours the man. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts 
and plans, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies, 
slanders (verbal abuse, irreverent speech, blaspheming). 20 These are the things 
which defile and dishonour the man; but eating with [ceremonially] unwashed 
hands does not defile the man.” 

There were times in this contest between man and God, when a natural hardening 
occurred and when YHVH hardened the heart. God was dealing with a man who believed 
he was a god. The way YHVH had to attend to this issue has to be peculiar. When we 
harden our hearts to God it generally occurs through the spirit of pride and arrogance. 
Despite how He manifests His love or power to us, it is quickly forgotten, just like the signs 
performed in front of Pharaoh. In the end, the Lord may well have to choose a different 
method to get through to us. 

The fourth plague will not affect the Hebrews; YHVH will differentiate between them and 
the Egyptians. This judgement is against ‘Khepri’, the god of rebirth, defined as the scarab 
beetle headed god. 

16  Adonai said to Moshe, “Get up early in the morning, stand before Pharaoh when 
he goes out to the water and say to him, ‘Here is what Adonai says: “Let my people 
go, so that they can worship me. 17 Otherwise, if you won’t let my people go, I will 
send swarms of insects on you, your servants and your people, and into your 
houses. The houses of the Egyptians will be full of swarms of insects, and likewise 
the ground they stand on. 18  But I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my 
people live — no swarms of insects will be there — so that you can realize that I am 
Adonai, right here in the land. 19  Yes, I will distinguish between my people and your 
people, and this sign will happen by tomorrow.”’” 20  Adonai did it: terrible swarms 
of insects went into Pharaoh’s palace and into all his servants’ houses — the 
insects ruined the entire land of Egypt.  

The judgement of the fifth plague is against ‘Apis’, the bull god and Hathor, the goddess of 
love and protection. It is believed that these were the main deities worshipped by the 
Hebrews. It is not hard to see how they brought the imagery of the golden calf and the idea 
of a loving god into the event at Sinai. Ex 32. 

The sixth plague was against ‘Thoth’, the god of medicine and healing. His image is 
portrayed in the Ibis headed god.  The plague of boils and inflammation therefore seems  a 
conducive response by YHVH. In the execution of this judgement both Moses and Aaron 
throw dust from a kiln into the air, which develops into a cloud over the men and animals, 
manifesting as burning sores. 

9:8 Adonai said to Moshe and Aharon, “Take handfuls of ashes from a kiln, and let 
Moshe throw them in the air before Pharaoh’s eyes. 9 They will turn into fine dust 
over all the land of Egypt and become infected sores on men and animals 
throughout Egypt.” 10 So they took ashes from a kiln, stood in front of Pharaoh and 
threw them in the air; and they became infected sores on men and animals. 11 The 
magicians couldn’t even stand in Moshe’s presence because of the sores, which 
were on them as well as on the other Egyptians. 12 But Adonai made Pharaoh 
hardhearted, so that he didn’t listen to them — just as Adonai had said to Moshe. 
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The parsha ends with the seventh plague. The plague of hail is judgement against the 
goddess ‘Nut’, the goddess of the sky and the heavenly bodies. She is depicted in wearing 
a garment of stars, her body arched over the earth. In this judgement ice and water 
combine to create giant hailstones. In addition YHVH also sends down fire. 

Listen to how this plague is given as a warning. 

9:14 For this time, I will inflict my plagues on you, yourself, and on your officials and 
your people; so that you will realize that I am without equal in all the earth. 15 By 
now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with such 
severe plagues that you would have been wiped off the earth. 16 But it is for this 
very reason that I have kept you alive — to show you my power, and so that my 
name may resound throughout the whole earth. 17 Since you are still setting 
yourself up against my people and not letting them go, 18 tomorrow, about this 
time, I will cause a hailstorm so heavy that Egypt has had nothing like it from the 
day it was founded until now. 19 Therefore, send and hurry to bring indoors all your 
livestock and everything else you have in the field. For hail will fall on every human 
being and animal left in the field that hasn’t been brought home, and they will die.”’” 

20 Whoever among Pharaoh’s servants feared what Adonai had said had his slaves 
and livestock escape into the houses; 21 but those who had no regard for what 
Adonai had said left their slaves and livestock in the field. 

22 Adonai said to Moshe, “Reach out your hand toward the sky, so that there will be 
hail in all the land of Egypt, falling on people, animals and everything growing in the 
field, throughout the land of Egypt.” 23 Moshe reached out with his staff toward the 
sky, and Adonai sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. Adonai 
caused it to hail on the land of Egypt — 24 it hailed, and fire flashed up with the hail; 
it was terrible, worse than any hailstorm in all of Egypt since it became a nation. 
25 Throughout all the land of Egypt, the hail struck everything in the field, people 
and animals; and the hail struck every plant growing in the field and broke every 
tree there. 26 But in the land of Goshen, where the people of Isra’el were, there was 
no hail.   

Friends, the book of Amos tells us that YHVH does nothing on the earth without bringing 
warning. He speaks to His prophets who are supposed to take His word out. 

Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord God does nothing without revealing His secret plan [of 
the judgment to come] to His servants the prophets.  

We see further along in this chapter that calamity and catastrophe are brought by the Lord 
upon the land. V6. 

YHVH is sovereign and the earth and all upon it is His to do with at His pleasure and often 
at His sadness. 

After this judgement, Pharaoh still remains hardhearted. However, we see that some of the 
Egyptians begin to believe in what Moses and Aaron were showing.  
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In this final passage, it would seem that Pharaoh finally gives in, but all is not as it may 
seem. 

27 Pharaoh summoned Moshe and Aharon and said to them, “This time I have sinned: 
Adonai is in the right; I and my people are in the wrong. 28 Intercede with Adonai — 
we can’t take any more of this terrible thunder and hail; and I will let you go, you will 
stay no longer.” 29 Moshe said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city, I will 
spread out my hands to Adonai; the thunder will end, and there won’t be any more hail — 
so that you can know that the earth belongs to Adonai. 30 But you and your servants, I 
know you still won’t fear Adonai, God.” 31 The flax and barley were ruined, because the 
barley was ripe and the flax in bud. 32 But the wheat and buckwheat were not 
ruined, because they come up later. 33 Moshe went out of the city, away from Pharaoh, 
and spread out his hands to Adonai. The thunder and hail ended, and the rain stopped 
pouring down on the earth. 34 When Pharaoh saw that the rain, hail and thunder had 
ended, he sinned still more by making himself hardhearted, he and his servants. 
35 Pharaoh was made hardhearted, and he didn’t let the people of Isra’el go, just as 
Adonai had said through Moshe. 

We have therefore, a sign of the time in which the event of the exodus will occur in His 
calendar. This is the time of the barley harvest and is the time marked for the Passover. 
Three more judgements are to come and tension builds up in the narrative.  

God will protect His people in the judgement to come upon the earth before and during the 
second exodus and during the time of Jacob’s trouble. YHVH works to His own protocol 
and has established a pattern for us to see and take notice of. 

In the last days, the signs will begin to repeat themselves as YHVH prepares His people 
for the greatest exodus of all. The time will come when believers in Messiah Yeshua will 
come under a more intense period of oppression as an angry atheistic and secular world 
vie for dominance upon the earth.  

Our fight, remember is not against flesh and blood but against the powers and authorities, 
in high places. These are principalities that much of the world will bow down to, but YHVH 
will show Himself sovereign. 

Be forewarned, Matthew 24 reveals part of the scenario; Timothy tells us of the how many 
will turn away from the truth, Thessalonians reminds us of our relationship with Christ and 
that He is coming again soon to gather His people and Revelation 16 speaks of the seven 
plagues of YHVH’s fury over a very wicked world. 
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24 ‘Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha. 
[May Adonai bless you and keep you.] 

25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka. 
[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you 
his favour.] 

26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom 
May Adonai lift  up his  face toward you and give you 
peace.] 

Until next time.  
Shabbat Shalom  
Grant Marshall: Co-founder Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries.  

Haftarah: Ezekial 28:25-29:21,       
Brit Chadashah: Romans 9:14-17,  2 Corinthians 6:14-17. 

Glossary


Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early 
interpretations and commentaries on the Written Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and 
sermons), as well as non-legalistic rabbinic literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the 
Jewish religious laws (halakha), which usually form a running commentary on specific 
passages in the Hebrew Scripture (Tanakh) 


Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Onqelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic 
translation) to the Torah. However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its 
authorship is attributed to Onkelos, a famous convert to Judaism in Tannaic times (c. 35–
120 CE) 


Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, 
is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, 
however, are western 

(i.e. from the Land of Israel), and the Talmudic tradition attributes its authorship to 
Jonathan ben Uzziel of Jerusalem in the time of King Herod 


Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, 
from approximately 10- 220 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the 
Mishnaic period, lasted about 210 years. 


Talmud: The Talmud means "instruction, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of 
Rabbinic Judaism. The term "Talmud" normally refers to the collection of writings named 
specifically the Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier 
collection known as the Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) or Palestinian 
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The Talmud has two components: 

1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law; 

2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidation of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings 
that often ventures onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible 


Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of 
the Law, of the events of the years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as 
revealed to Moses (in addition to the Torah or "Instruction") by angels while he was on 
Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights. The chronology given in Jubilees is based on 
multiples of seven; the jubilees are periods of 49 years, seven "year- weeks", into which 
all of time has been divided 


Vulgate: This is the Latin Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome 
between 382 and 405 CE, this text became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means 
'common translation'.
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