
                                    

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 and upon finding a 
single pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”  

Matthew 13:45  

Parshah 15: Bo’ (Come/Go/Enter) 
Torah – Exodus 10-13:16    Jeremiah 46:13-28   Brit Chadashah – Luke 22:7-30  1Cor:11-34 

8th January 2022                                                                                                        Shevat 6th 5782 

Keynotes 
The last three judgements against the Egyptian gods. 
The plague of Locusts - Set, Anubis and Osiris.  (Agriculture) 
Darkness - Ra, the god of the sun. 
Death of the firstborn. - Pharaoh. 
The Institution of Passover/Pesach as a perpetual regulation for all to observe, ‘both Israelite 
and foreigner living among you’ — the first feast/Moed. 
The feast of unleavened bread/Matzah. - the second Moed. 
The calendar begins. 

I pray your week has been very blessed.  We are approaching Passover and as we prepare, it would 
be good to consider how as a movable people, we are to move forward to the place that YHVH has 
for us. By moving forward we know that we are not standing still, however, we have to make sure that 
His map is the one we should be looking at, that our orientation has been adjusted and that our 
spiritual compass has not been affected by other forces. 

Before we delve into the parsha, let me ask a question. Have you ever been in front of someone for 
the first time and found it difficult to accept who they are, a word they bring, or their conversation? 
Someone may have perhaps warned you about them and so you take a cynical and guarded stance, 
Has their reputation, good or bad, preceded them? 

Would it be fair to say that without knowing and spending time with that person you have come to a 
negative conclusion based on the experience or hearsay of someone else? Is that a reasonable 
assumption? 

How many of us have, after coming to such a conclusion, found that this particular person is nothing 
like what others have labelled them. In fact they are quite the opposite when we get to know them.  
Our tendency to accept another's opinion of someone else is, of course, very common especially if 
that opinion comes from someone you respect or is close to you. Until we actually get to know 
someone we remain, for the most part, in darkness. 

The reputations given to us and to those God chooses are often unfounded and mere hearsay. 
However, we can learn from the experience of two figures; Moses and Yeshua Messiah — that though 
their reputation preceded them, they possessed great humility. They wanted to dismantle any pre-
conceived thought about them. Despite their own status, they wanted to be treated as servants and 
without reputation. 

Moses is considered in rabbinic writing, to have been a king in Ethiopia during the period of his own 
exile from Egypt. He learned the art of battle and became a statesman in his own right. These are 
gifts that would come to benefit the Israelites in their own exodus. In His role as leader of the tribes, 



he would have been a chieftain or one of kingly status. YHVH would also make him a prophet and 
give him a salvific role. 

There is a great deal of parallel in the lives of these two men. Once again we see the role of the 
saviour at work: their kingship, both surviving an order to be killed at birth, both being called out from 
their own families with a mission to save Israel, both standing before the authorities to proclaim the 
word of God, and both coming against the idolatry of men and the religious sects. 

As always, we see that prophecy is cyclical; what happened then will happen later. 
We see the prophecy of the coming ages through the feasts of YHVH. We see the judgements on the 
nations just as we see YHVH’s judgement of Egypt. We see the separation of a people, a remnant 
called to be His own Holy Nation, and a Royal priesthood — His bride. 
We see John the Baptist standing as Ezekiel, preparing the way for the Messiah, Moses preceding 
John the Baptist, in preparing the people for their own time of release, freedom, repentance and 
salvation. 
We see in all prophecy the pointing of the spiritual compass to Yeshua our saviour, King and 
redeemer. We see the goal of our journey that takes us to our Husband and our new home. 

So why did I open up this study with the sense of distrust we get when meeting someone whose 
negative reputation precedes them? Because our response may hold us back from accepting quite 
possibly what is the real truth? 

The parsha draws us into the last three judgements, and it is here where we find another answer. 

Famine & Darkness. 
Famine can be construed in this case, as a lack of knowledge, bad news, uncertainty caused by 
ignorance or misunderstanding. It leads us into a state of darkness. Until we reflect light on the 
subject everything is total conjecture, mere hearsay.  

Yeshua spoke in front of the Pharisees and told them that their own darkness prevented them from 
seeing the truth; that the word of God, the kingdom of God, stood in their midst and they could not see 
it. 

The Coming of the Kingdom 
Luke 17:20When asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, 
“The kingdom of God will not come with observable signs. 21Nor will people say, ‘Look, here it 
is,’ or ‘There it is.’ For you see, the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 

Woes to Scribes and Pharisees 
Mathew 23…33You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape the sentence of hell? 
34Because of this, I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you 
will kill and crucify, and others you will flog in your synagogues and persecute in town after 
town. 

Luke 13:34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How 
often I have longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, but you were unwilling. 

The Narrow Door 
Luke 13:…26Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 
27And he will answer, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from. Depart from me, all you 
evildoers.’(See the parable of the ten virgins – Matthew 25.) 

We can learn from this that two people can stand in front of each other and remain total strangers - in 
darkness of one another — until they reach a place when fear and distrust subsides and they learn 
from their own personal experiences. Also, we must be aware that friends can also become strangers. 
I can testify to this personally as my life changed when I became a believer; I lost all of my un-
believing friends. 

When we find ourselves in a situation when such a possible meeting is about to take place, we will do 
one of two things: we will choose not to meet the person based on what others say, or we will proceed 
and base our own experience on the reality we draw from it and come to our own conclusion. 
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We are not told to know Yeshua from mere hearsay or from someone else’s experience, but to know 
Him personally. When we do this we no longer stand as strangers in spiritual darkness through a 
famine of the word or ignorance. Many refuse even today to meet Yeshua because they base the 
belief of Him on the arguments of others and what bad religious history and news has made our faith 
out to be. They remain in a place of ignorance, as did the Pharisees, and some remain in a state of 
religious experience based on the doctrines of men. YHVH tells us that such people perish through 
lack of knowledge. 

Of course it is only right and wise that we gather all the information at hand, and that as we travel, 
gather the information that is revealed, and pass it on. This is especially important for those whom 
YHVH has called to lead. 

The All Important Preparation 
The information we gather is part of our preparation.The Israelites had to prepare before they 
embarked on their journey from Egypt. There can be no doubt that many chose to stay behind as 
others in their mixed multitudes, and who were not of Israel, joined them.  

Living in a biblical community allows us to know one another in this way. We get to know one another 
through trial and experience: walking, living and serving. I got to know for example, that my brother in 
Christ and ministry co-worker, Nathan, is not an early morning person as I am. However, we get to 
know the things that niggle us, the things we struggle with as we get on with tasks at hand. All these 
things help us for the journey ahead. None of us have made it there yet, — none of us.  

Our role is to understand our position and the call of each us in the great tribe of YHVH. 

This week’s study begins with the hardening of the hearts of Pharaoh and his courtiers and takes us 
through a plague and two final judgements. (Discuss: the main reasons for judgement. Clue: there are 
in principle ‘two’) 

Exodus:10 
1 ADONAI said to Moshe, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have made him and his servants hard-hearted, so that I 
can demonstrate these signs of mine among them, 2 so that you can tell your son and grandson about 
what I did to Egypt and about my signs that I demonstrated among them, and so that you will all know 
that I am ADONAI.” 3 Moshe and Aharon went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Here is what ADONAI, 
God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How much longer will you refuse to submit to me? Let my people go, so 
that they can worship me. 4 Otherwise, if you refuse to let my people go, tomorrow I will bring locusts 
into your territory. 

Maybe you can discuss YHVH’s Plan here. Why did YHVH not just bring a single judgement - for 
example the final one as opposed to all ten? 
Why did YHVH have to harden the heart of Pharaoh? What is this alluding to? 

Clue: Freewill, Unrepentant, Unable to accept YHVH’s word — the thought is that once a person 
rejects the word of God he is therefore unable to have freedom of choice and because he is unable to 
repent he is therefore unforgivable. (Discuss.) 

The changing of Pharaoh’s heart is consistent throughout the warnings and the demonstrations of the 
plagues. The Midrash tells us that there seems to have been a game between the courtiers and 
Pharaoh. When one party agreed with Moses’ demands, the other did not. What could be the purpose 
of this? 

Darkness in v21 is the next judgement upon Egypt. 
It tells us that a darkness so thick descended upon the land that people could not see one another for 
three days.  
Stretch out your hand towards heaven, that there shall be darkness over the land of Egypt (10:21 
Why did YHVH bring darkness upon the Egyptians? One thought according to the Midrash is: 
That there were transgressors in Israel who had Egyptian patrons and who lived in affluence and 
status — these were unwilling to leave. So YHVH said: “If I bring upon them publicly a plague from 
which they will die, the Egyptians will say: ‘Just as it has passed over us, so has it passed over 
them.’” Therefore He brought darkness upon the Egyptians for three days, so that the [Israelites] 
should bury their dead without their enemies seeing them. 



Exodus 11 
Finally the tenth judgment is about to fall upon the land, but first Moses is told by YHVH to tell the 
people to borrow from their neighbour objects of gold and silver. It also tells us that YHVH had given 
the disposition amongst the Egyptians to give quite freely these items. 

11 Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After 
that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. 2 Tell the people 
that men and women alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” 3 (The Lord 
made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly 
regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh’s officials and by the people.) 

V3: This passage also refers to Moses’ status amongst the Egyptians. Why? 

Chapter 75 in the book of Jasher there is an interesting account of Moses’ life on the run. It’s well 
worth some additional study. 
The fugitive Moses went to the camp of King Nikanos, or Kikianus, of Ethiopia, who was at that time 
besieging his own capital, which had been traitorously seized by Balaam and his sons and made 
impregnable by them through magic. Moses joined the army of Nikanos, and the king and all his 
generals took a fancy to him, because he was courageous as a lion and his face gleamed like the 
sun. When Moses had spent nine years with the army, King Nikanos died, and the Hebrew was made 
general. He took the city, driving out Balaam and his sons Jannes and Jambres, and was proclaimed 
king by the Ethiopians. 

Exodus 12 
The institution of YHVH’s Passover/Pesach feast, the calendar and the release of the Angel of Death. 

12 ADONAI spoke to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt; he said, 2 “You are to begin your calendar 
with this month; it will be the first month of the year for you. 3 Speak to all the assembly of Isra’el 
and say, ‘On the tenth day of this month, each man is to take a lamb or kid for his family, one per 
household — 4 except that if the household is too small for a whole lamb or kid, then he and his next-
door neighbour should share one, dividing it in proportion to the number of people eating it. 5 Your 
animal must be without defect, a male in its first year, and you may choose it from either the sheep or 
the goats. 
6 “‘You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of the month, and then the entire assembly of the 
community of Isra’el will slaughter it at dusk. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the 
two sides and top of the door-frame at the entrance of the house in which they eat it. 8 That night, they 
are to eat the meat, roasted in the fire; they are to eat it with matzah and maror. 9 Don’t eat it raw or 
boiled, but roasted in the fire, with its head, the lower parts of its legs and its inner organs. 10 Let 
nothing of it remain till morning; if any of it does remain, burn it up completely.11 “‘Here is how you are 
to eat it: with your belt fastened, your shoes on your feet and your staff in your hand; and you are to 
eat it hurriedly. It is ADONAI’s Pesach [Passover]. 12 For that night, I will pass through the land of 
Egypt and kill all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both men and animals; and I will execute 
judgment against all the gods of Egypt; I am ADONAI. 13 The blood will serve you as a sign marking 
the houses where you are; when I see the blood, I will pass over you — when I strike the land of 
Egypt, the death blow will not strike you.14 “‘This will be a day for you to remember and celebrate as a 
festival to ADONAI; from generation to generation you are to celebrate it by a perpetual 
regulation.15 “‘For seven days you are to eat matzah — on the first day remove the leaven from your 
houses. For whoever eats hametz [leavened bread] from the first to the seventh day is to be cut off 
from Isra’el. 16 On the first and seventh days, you are to have an assembly set aside for God. On 
these days no work is to be done, except what each must do to prepare his food; you may do only 
that.  
The practice of the preparation for Passover or Pesach is very precise. This last judgement surpasses 
all the others in its meticulous detail. The process of offering the lamb, the sharing of it and its 
dispatch and cooking, establishes among the people how YHVH will begin to deal and judge them in 
the times to come. YHVH was establishing ordered forms of worship and discipline amongst a hitherto 
pagan culture. The marking of the door posts with blood was to serve as a sign that they were to be 
untouched by YHVH .  Others observances such as the cleaning of the house of leaven and anything 
that would contaminate the flour for the bread (Matzah) were also established. We see here that 
YHVH marks the beginning of the year. 



For everyone who has received our precious saviour, they have obtained the mark and the blood of 
the covenant and cannot be touched, if they obey the laws within it, by YHVH’s wrath. 

Each Passover we too can look at how our own houses need to be swept clean of the leaven 
accumulated over the year. We can do our own spring clean as it were. We can also approach the 
crevices of darkness with sweeping brush strokes of both the spiritual and physical kind. That is our 
reasonable form of worship as Paul teaches in Romans.  
Romans 12 (CJB)12 I exhort you, therefore, brothers, in view of God’s mercies, to offer yourselves 
as a sacrifice, living and set apart for God. This will please him; it is the logical “Temple worship” for 
you. 2 In other words, do not let yourselves be conformed to the standards of the ‘olam hazeh. 
Instead, keep letting yourselves be transformed by the renewing of your minds; so that you will know 
what God wants and will agree that what he wants is good, satisfying and able to succeed. 
As the people prepared for the passing over of the Angel of death they had to be very specific in their 
preparation so that the angel would recognise the mark of YHVH; that is why YHVH’s instruction was 
so meticulous and precise. YHVH also does this again when the plans for the Tabernacle (Mishkan – 
The Residence or Dwelling of YHVH) are given to Moses. 

Friends, YHVH is not ambiguous in the instructions He gives us. When the time comes for you to 
move, remember the instruction of the Lord and you will live and prosper. 

Let us look at this ‘Angel of Death’ (AOD) for a moment. 
In the Bible death is viewed in the form of an angel sent from God, a being deprived of all voluntary 
power. "The destroyer" (ha-mashḥit) or the destroying angel (Mal’ak ha- mashhit) kills the first-born of 
the Egyptians (Ex. 12. 23). 

The angel of death receives his order from God. Once he has received permission to destroy, he 
makes no distinction between good and bad. As YHVH has given the order, it is as if He himself is 
performing the act.  

In Rabbinic Literature the word ‘memitim’ is used for a type of angel which is associated with the 
mediation over the lives of the dying. The name memitim means – "executioners", "slayers", 
‘destroyers' and refers to angels that bring about the destruction of those whom the guardian angels 
(Malakh – Messenger or ministering angels) no longer protect. 
  
The AOD is also identified as Satan. His time, as we know, is limited and he will receive the full earth 
of YHVH in the end. 
1 Corinthians 15:26.. The last enemy to be done away with will be death.. V50I declare to you, 
brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed
— 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death 
has been swallowed up in victory.” 
Hebrews 2:14.. Therefore, since the children share a common physical nature as human beings, he 
became like them and shared that same human nature; so that by his death he might render 
ineffective the one who had power over death (that is, the Adversary) 
Why was the time of the passing over of the AOD so precise in its recording?  

29 At midnight ADONAI killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh sitting 
on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 
30 Pharaoh got up in the night, he, all his servants and all the Egyptians; and there was horrendous 
wailing in Egypt; for there wasn’t a single house without someone dead in it. 

YHVH is a God of order. His people receive His benevolence and His justice. His grace prevails 
through His judgement, giving time for the people to recognise their error. Thus His ways are known. 
This revealed to us through the light we receive from His torah. Their is still time before the judgement 
for His people to prepare. His judgement is somewhat different when it comes against His enemies. 
Once again, however, we see in this account that the warning has gone out to both Egyptian and 
Israelite. 
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It is worthy of note, that this judgement came upon all those who practiced idolatry — Egyptian and 
Israelite, without distinction. 

Through further study you will find that the AOD has varied roles and varied disguises which it 
undertakes to fulfil certain judgments on sin especially that of idolatry. 

Now imagine for one moment the lives of the Israelites as they were being prepared to move out. A 
new life, a new way of living, and especially the hurdle of worshipping in a new way to a new God, 
whose power they were about to experience, was all before them. Imagine their circumstances seeing 
Egypt and even their friends suffer, as their own communities remained untouched. The dreadful 
scenes of tragedy surrounding them must have been overwhelming, and the fear of repercussions 
and the retaliations of the Egyptians must have brought great fear, and of course the threat of death 
for sacrificing the pascal lamb — a symbol of worship to Egyptians, must have put many in such a 
predicament.  

To understand the time, we must understand the culture of a people (Israel) who had all but lost their 
identity and form of worship. The leaders of the tribes would have remained in their status throughout 
their captivity and would have given instruction to the tribal communities to be brought together in 
their ranks. 

For 430 years Israel remained as foreigners in a land that was not their own. The study of 430 years 
seems to include the time the message was actually given to Abraham although the Israelites were in 
servitude in Egypt for 400 years. A further study reveals that the intertestamental period the time 
between the two covenants — also referred to as the silent years — was also approximately 400 
years. There are a load of 40’s at work. Remember, in gematria the numerical meaning of numbers,  
the number 40 of which 400 is a multiple, has great significance throughout the Torah and the Talmud. 
The number 40 represents transition or change — the concept of renewal — a new beginning and the 
age of spiritual maturity. The number 40 also has the power to lift a spiritual state. 

I wonder how many of the Israelites, recalled in those days, the promise of YHVH to Abraham and 
Jacob’s prophecy to his sons that one day Israel 'The House of Jacob' would end up under such 
oppression?  

Could it really be possible that the end was in sight and things were about to change? 

Exodus 12:40 
40 The time the people of Isra’el lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of 430 years to the day, all 
the divisions of ADONAI left the land of Egypt. 42 This was a night when ADONAI kept vigil to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, and this same night continues to be a night when ADONAI keeps vigil for 
all the people of Isra’el through all their generations. 

Isn’t this passage amazing? Here we see that through all generations, on the night of Passover, 
YHVH will keep vigil over us. We know that the time of judgement happens before the time of release 
or salvation, or to be more precise, the period between Sukkot and Pesach. YHVH will be with us. 

When God asks us to follow Him, He asks what are we willing to give up, and not so much for 
ourselves, but for others. YHVH’s plan for them would involve the building of the tabernacle; a moving 
temple of worship and sacrifice exemplifying His nature and the nature of His called out ones. The 
Hebrews, were to be a people who will never stand still; always moving, often from one type of 
captivity to another, but embracing life and a journey that will reap great rewards in the eternal. 

A friend of mine asked the other day,  ‘could it be really possible that we can live a life separate from a 
world full of processed offerings, violence and self-obsession?’ 
My answer was yes! Undoubtedly. 

In the process of bringing the Israelites out of Egypt, YHVH put before them a choice to stay and be 
judged with them or come out from them and live. This is always an option and it is repeated through 
out scripture. 
The advantage we have over that ancient tribe is that we know YHVH because we have been given 
HIS Spirit the Ruach Hakodesh who reveals to us the knowledge of YHVH.  



It is the obligation of everyone who receives this great gift to pursue a life wholly given to YHVH. 
Friends, I would say that such a life begins on that first step over the border - the crossing over the 
line. It is there where we become a Hebrew (avrit). It is where the living and the dead part, and it is 
where one can truly emerge as a new creation. 
2 Corinthians 5:17. Therefore, if anyone is united with the Messiah, he is a new creation — the old 
has passed; look, what has come is fresh and new! 
Before we leave the study of this week’s portion, we are told that the Israelites did all that Moses and 
Aaron commanded. 

Exodus 12:50 All the people of Isra’el did just as ADONAI had ordered Moshe and Aharon. 51 On 
that very day, ADONAI brought the people of Isra’el out of the land of Egypt by their divisions. 

The remembrance of the festival of ‘Passover and Unleavened Bread’ is instituted for all 
generations to observe. 

Exodus 13:9 
 “Moreover, it will serve you as a sign on your hand and as a reminder between your eyes, so that 
ADONAI’s Torah may be on your lips; because with a strong hand ADONAI brought you out of Egypt. 
10 Therefore you are to observe this regulation at its proper time, year after year. 

In this week’s Haftarah, we see a future time when Israel will once again be forced into exile and how 
the hand of YHVH will be upon them.  

My friends, we come to realise that we, just as present day Israel is, are in exile. Throughout the 
centuries, the grace of YHVH is with us constantly and He strengthens us day by day, infilling us with  
the hope of a new day. On the day of our release,  we too can be encouraged that He will be in vigil 
over us. 
  
Jeremiah 46:25 ADONAI-Tzva’ot, the God of Isra’el, says: “I will punish Amon from No, Pharaoh, and 
Egypt with her gods and kings — that is, Pharaoh and those who trust in him; 26 I will hand them over 
to those who seek their lives, to N’vukhadretzar king of Bavel and to his servants. But afterwards, 
Egypt will be inhabited, as in the past,” says ADONAI. 
27 “Yet don’t be afraid, Ya‘akov my servant; 
don’t be distressed, Isra’el. 
For I will save you from faraway places, 
and your offspring from the lands where they are held captive. 
Ya‘akov will return and be at peace, 
quiet, with no one to make him afraid. 
28 Don’t be afraid, Ya‘akov my servant,” 
says ADONAI, “for I am with you. 
I will finish off all the nations 
where I have scattered you. 
However, you I will not finish off, 
I will discipline you as you deserve! CJB 

Finally                                        

Are you ready for CHANGE? 
We pray for the changes, and that YHVH will come and do something amazing. We want change in 
our towns and cities, our nation and churches. It is a constant prayer, but are we prepared to make 
those changes in our own lives? 
Can we be truthful in answering this question?  

The power of YHVH must first be at work in us before we see the changes around us. 
Remember the Israelites in Egypt — they wanted change, they wanted something different. But we 
must remember in subsequent exiles, many Israelites did not want to leave their places of exile 
because they had become comfortable. In Egypt, YHVH showed up in the prophet of Moses. He 
showed signs and wonders and told the people that this was the God they were going to follow from 
then on. They began in a great way; they observed the Passover and did as Moses and Aaron 
instructed. YHVH showed that He had the power over life itself.  



The journey for the Hebrews began well, but many were not able to complete it because they weren't 
prepared to make the changes.  

I have witnessed this kind of mind in ministry. Pastoring a church is not in any part all bells and 
whistles. It's hard work, leading a people who at the end of the day are fearful in making the 
necessary changes to begin the journey ahead. 

To make the change we have to live a life the new circumcised heart demands. We not only need that 
transplant but a transfer of thought. The new heart brings new strength to the body and the way we 
look after it demands new ways and new thoughts from a transformed mind. The scripture tells us: 
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 
12:2  

We cannot continue to hold events and conferences, believing that this is what YHVH wants, and 
everything is going to be better after it. That is assumption and presumption. God knows if we are 
truly ready to change. He has no problem in doing miracles in us, but are we willing to help by saying 
that we have no problem in being changed? I doubt that most of us would hold back the hand of a 
surgeon who can save our lives on the operating table. Therefore, let us yield now before El Shaddai, 
and ask that he perform such an operation; that He renews ours heart and spirit — every place in our 
lives, and in this world, so that we can move once again in power and strength and see the true life 
that His changes can bring.  

In summary, this week’s Torah study brings us to a point of decision. We can choose to live as so 
many of the Israelites did, to remain in Egypt in their idolatry and distrust of YHVH, or we can again 
look at the changes needed to be done to put our own house in order and get ready for the move. I 
believe that when we make the decision to change, we will see YHVH move again in might and 
wonder, and again we will tell our children ‘look and see what the Lord has done!’ 

In order to live a life wholly separate from the world and to Him, it demands a heart transplant. This is 
the sign of true conversion. We cannot go down the route in believing that we just need some kind of 
repair because the previous heart has malfunctioned, no! YHVH needs to give us a completely new 
one with brand new blood passing through. It demands resolve to pursue the things of God and not of 
this world. It demands that we are no longer tempted by others around us who have no desire to know 
God or by the offerings of a self-centred world. It demands that we do not take anyone’s word as the 
truth because all humans are fallible. It demands that we understand that there are others and plans 
that are more important than us and what we have for ourselves. In order to survive we must ditch the 
dirty water and processed choices, and learn the old and trusted techniques of survival. It demands a 
whole different way of thinking for a whole different way of life. That's how we do it. The question is: 
Dare I? Can I? How much do I want to? Am I too concerned about what others might think? But 
ultimately the question is 'Will I obey God to the last letter and trust Him all the way?’ If we listen to 
His instruction precisely, we will make our way beyond the city walls and through the highways to a 
wonderful destiny Our God has prepared for us. 

Just remember how precise YHVH's instructions were in preparation of the last judgement on 
Egypt. Let me leave you with this proverb. 

Proverbs 4 CJB 
4 Listen, children, to a father’s instruction; 
pay attention, in order to gain insight; 
2 for I am giving you good advice; 
so don’t abandon my teaching. 
3 For I too was once a child to my father; 
and my mother, too, thought of me as her special darling. 
4 He too taught me; he said to me, 
“Let your heart treasure my words; 
keep my commands, and live; 
5 gain wisdom, gain insight; 
don’t forget or turn from the words I am saying. 
6 Don’t abandon [wisdom]; then she will preserve you; 
love her, and she will protect you. 



7 The beginning of wisdom is: get wisdom! 
And along with all your getting, get insight! 
8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; 
embrace her, and she will bring you honour; 
9 she will give your head a garland of grace, 
bestow on you a crown of glory.” 
10 Listen, my son, receive what I say, 
and the years of your life will be many. 
11 I’m directing you on the way of wisdom, 
guiding you in paths of uprightness; 
12 when you walk, your step won’t be hindered; 
and if you run, you won’t stumble. 
13 Hold fast to discipline, don’t let it go; 
guard it, for it is your life. 
14 Don’t follow the path of the wicked 
or walk on the way of evildoers. 
15 Avoid it, don’t go on it, 
turn away from it, and pass on. 
16 For they can’t sleep if they haven’t done evil, 
they are robbed of sleep unless they make someone fall. 
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness 
and drink the wine of violence. 
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
shining ever brighter until full daylight. 
19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; 
they don’t even know what makes them stumble. 
20 My son, pay attention to what I am saying; 
incline your ear to my words. 
21 Don’t let them out of your sight, 
keep them deep in your heart; 
22 for they are life to those who find them 
and health to their whole being. 
23 Above everything else, guard your heart; 
for it is the source of life’s consequences. 
24 Keep crooked speech out of your mouth, 
banish deceit from your lips. 
25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, 
fix your gaze on what lies in front of you. 
26 Level the path for your feet, 
let all your ways be properly prepared; 
27 then deviate neither right nor left; 
and keep your foot far from evil. 
Are you ready for change? 

Be blessed and walk in the Light of His love. 
May the YHWH bless and keep you and make His face shine on you and give you shalom. 
 

Numbers 6:24 ‘Y’varekh’kha Adonai v’yishmerekha.  
[May Adonai bless you and keep you.]  
25 Ya’er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekka.  
[May Adonai make his face shine on you and show you 
his favour.]  
26 Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v’yasem l’kha shalom  
[May Adonai lift up his face toward you and give you 
peace.] 

Until next time.  
Shabbat Shalom  
Grant Marshall: Co-founder Arrows of Ephrayim Ministries 



Glossary 

Midrash: In Judaism, the Midrash is the genre of rabbinic literature which contains early 
interpretations and commentaries on the Written Torah and Oral Torah (spoken law and sermons), as 
well as non-legalistic rabbinic literature (Aggadah) and occasionally the Jewish religious laws 
(halakha), which usually form a running commentary on specific passages in the Hebrew Scripture 
(Tanakh)  

Rashi: Shlomo Yitzchaki today generally known by the acronym ‘Rashi’ was a medieval French rabbi 
and author of a comprehensive commentary on the Talmud … 
The acronym "Rashi" stands for Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, but is sometimes fancifully expanded as 
Rabban Shel YIsrael 

Targum: Targum Onkelos (or Onqelos), is the official eastern (Babylonian) Targum (Aramaic 
translation) to the Torah. However, its early origins may have been western, in Israel. Its authorship is 
attributed to Onkelos, a famous convert to Judaism in Tannaic times (c. 35–120 CE)  

Targum Jonathan: Targum Jonathan), otherwise referred to as Targum Yonasan/Yonatan, is the official 
eastern (Babylonian) Targum to the Nevi'im/Prophets. Its early origins, however, are western  
(i.e. from the Land of Israel), and the Talmudic tradition attributes its authorship to Jonathan ben 
Uzziel of Jerusalem in the time of King Herod  

Tannaim: Tannaim were the Rabbinic sages whose views are recorded in the Mishnah, from 
approximately 10- 220 CE. The period of the Tannaim, also referred to as the Mishnaic period, lasted 
about 210 years.  

Talmud: The Talmud means "instruction, learning", "teach, study") is a central text of Rabbinic 
Judaism. The term "Talmud" normally refers to the collection of writings named specifically the 
Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier collection known as the Jerusalem 
Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) or Palestinian  

The Talmud has two components:  
1. The Mishnah (c. 200 CE), the first written compendium of Judaism's Oral Law;  
2. The Gemara (c. 500 CE), an elucidation of the Mishnah and related Tannaitic writings that often 
ventures onto other subjects and expounds broadly on the Hebrew Bible.  

Jubilees: The Book of Jubilees claims to present "the history of the division of the days of the Law, of 
the events of the years, the year-weeks, and the jubilees of the world" as revealed to Moses (in 
addition to the Torah or "Instruction") by angels while he was on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty 
nights. The chronology given in Jubilees is based on multiples of seven; the jubilees are periods of 49 
years, seven "year- weeks", into which all of time has been divided.  

Vulgate: This is the Latin Bible. Translated from the Hebrew and Aramaic by Jerome between 382 and 
405 CE, this text became knowns as the 'versio vulgata', which means 'common translation'.




